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Amendments tn the Claims; 

(Currently amended) 1 . A business-entit y data-exchange system for providing the 
transfer of and the controlled access to a version of an ubject and other associated information of 
a file by a plurality of users from different business entity said bu 9 inc« entities being business 
partners or potential business partners nrn<h.rin P prod ucts and enmnnn^t partg throurfinnt a 
product supply chain c omprising; 

a database for storing an object and associated information, the object comprising 
distinguishable groups of data, each group of data having associated access criteria for access to 
the groups of data; 

said data comprising multi p le elements selected from the group consisting of product 
dflta, supply chain data, component part data, subcontract ing company data, partnership 
data, design data, development data, acces s privilege data, trade secret data, confident^ 
information data, business rela tionship data, business documents data. hnnin«« 
agreements data, OEM products and comnonenta data. products md components 
data, biH qf material data, change order data, co mponent p art object data, component parft 
linking data, component part identificati on data, component part number data, part 
attribute data, part affiliation data, part pro d uct context data, specifications drawing data, 
color data, size data, type data, price data, quantity data, find number data, cross- 
reference data, related information data, ea rlier version data, history of change data, text 
document data, graphics d rawing data, other attribute data, redacted data, discovery 
privilege data, cost data, com ponent parts specifications data, product sp ecifications Hafa 
cruantitv received data, qua ntity needed data, availability data, supplier type data, 
geographic al information, and purchaso order data; 

an application server configured to control access to data stored in the database and to set 
up and send a document file having a representation of an object and associated documents that 
are stored in the database ; 
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a memory for storing software code for controlling Ihc operation of &e said application 

server; 

access data application code stored in the memory and executable by the application 
server, the said application code being responsive to the access criteria associated with Hie 
groups of data contained within a version of an object and to predetermined modification 
privileges for allowing controlled access to modify individual groups of data contained within 
the version of the objec t by an individual user: 

and wherein the version of the object as4 that may be viewed or modified by a said individual 
user is a redacted version where the data that is redacted varies according to said individual the 
user's predetermined access or modification privileges*; 

andjn which said predetermined acce s s or modification privileges of said individual user vary 
accordins to the status of the business partnershin between the business entity mat said 
individual user is affiliated with, and t he business entity that controls sa id dat a exchange system. 

(Currently amended) 2. A system according to Claim 1, wherein the access data 
application code enables the ability of a said individual user to read the contents of the 
transferred redacted version of the requested object that was sent by the application server 
according to access privileges associated with &e said individual user. 

(Previously presented) 3. A system according to Claim 2, wherein the access data 
application code includes the ability to modify the contents of the redacted version of the 
requested object. 
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(Previously presented) 4. A system according to Claim 3, wherein the ability to modify 
includes the ability to delete information contained in the redacted version of the requested 
object. 

(Previously presented) 5. A system according to Claim 3, wherein the ability to modify 
includes the ability to add data to the redacted version of the requested object. 

(Previously presented) 6. A system according to Claim 1 wherein the access to the 
redacted version of the object is determined by a business relationship to produce products and 
defined by the host according to the need of information in the product chain, and wherein the 
transferred redacted version of the object is configured to reveal limited information according to 
a guest user's predetermined access privileges. 

(Currently amended) 7. A method of controlling access to business-entity data-exchange 
objects stored in electronic form, comprising: 

storing an object, the object comprising distinguishable groups of data, each group of 
data having associated access criteria for access to the groups of data; 

said data comprising multiple elements se lected from the group consisting of product 
data, supply chain data, component oart data. suhcnntTa<>tin ff enrrmanv data, partnership 
data, design data T development data, acce ss privilege data, trade secret data, confidential 
information d ata, business relations hip data | H usiness documents data, business 
agreements data. OEM products and co mponents data. CRM products and components 
data, bill of material data, change order data , component part object data, component p art 
linking data, component pa rt identification data, component pa rt numher data, part 
attribute data, part affiliation data, nart product conten t data, specifications drawine daf ^ 
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color data, size data, type data, mice data, q u antity data, find number data, cross- 
reference data, relate d info rmat ion d ata, earlier version data, history of change data, tmrt 
document data, graphics drawin g data, other attribute data, redacted data, discovery 
privilege data, cost data, component p arL s specifications data, product specifications data. 
fluantity received data. Quan tity needed data, availability data, sup plier tvne rW 
geographical in formation and purchase order data: 

controlling the access to the database using an application server configured to set up a 
redacted version of an object according to access criteria established for a user; 

storing software code for controlling the operation of the said application server's CPU 
in said app lication server's memory; 

transferring a redacted version of an object to a user in the form of a document file 
having the redacted version of the object and any associated documents requested by a user 
contained therein; and 

allowing controlled access to individual groups of data contained within the transferred 
version of the object by an individual user according to an individual user's predetermined 
privileges in response to the access criteria associated with the groups of data contained wilhin 
the version of the redacted object transferred-; 

in which said predetennined privileg es of said individual user vary according to the stahisjifthe 
business partnership between the bus iness entity that said individual user is affiliated with, and 
the busine ss entity that controls said data exchange system. 

(Previously presented) 8, A method according to Claim 7 further comprising: 

receiving an object request by a requestor, 

vcrifyuig Hie requestor's user privilege access criteria; and 
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transmitting a redacted version of an object configured lo reveal information contained 
with in the redacted version of the object according to the requestor's user privilege access 
criteria. 

(Previously presented) 9. A method according to Claim 7, farther comprising 
establishing a version of an object by loading information into the version of the object into 
separate groups having separate access privilege criteria. 



(Canceled) 10. 



(Previously presented) 11, A method according to Claim 8, wherein verifying the 
requestor's user privilege access criteria includes extracting the requestor's user identification 
from the object request, verifying the requestor's user identification and identifying the groups of 
data within the version of the object to which the requestor has access. 

(Currently amended) 1 2. A method according to Claim 7, further comprising 
transmitting a redacted version of an object by sending an electronic object to the requestor 
individual user that contains the groups of information to which the requestor individual user has 
access to and that excludes groups of information associated with an object that is redacted so 
that the r e quoctor individual user has limited access. 

(Currently amended) 1 3. A business-entity data-exchang e computer program product for 
use with a computer system, a central processing unit and means coupled to the central 
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processing unit for storing a database to automatically manage objects for viewing and marking 
an object having varying formats without the use of any originating application of a file to view 
the object, comprising: 

computer readable code means for establishing an object in a storage location; 

said object containing data co mprising one or more elements selected from the group 
consisting of product data, supply chai n data, component part data, subcontracting 
enmnanv data, partner ship data, design data, development data, access privilege data, 
trade secret data, confiden tial information data, business relationship data, business 
documents data, business a greements data. OEM products and components data, CEM 
products and compone nts data, bill of material data, change order data, component part 
object data, component part l inking data, component part identification data, component 
Bart number data, part attri bute data, part affiliation data, part product context data. 
Rpecificarions drawing data, color data, size data, type data, price data, quantity data, find 
number data, cross-referen ce data, related information data, earlier version data, history 
of change data, text docume nt data, graphics drawing data, other attribute data, redacted 
data, discovery privileg e data, cost data, component parts specifications data, product 
specifications data, quantity received data, quantity needed data, availability data. 
supplier type data, geographical information, and purchase order data: 
computer readable code means for identifying a user to have limited access to 

information associated with the object; 

computer readable code means for establishing privilege access criteria that define the 
scope of access of a version of the object for the user; 

computer readable code means for receiving an object request by a requestor; 

computer readable code means for verifying the requestor's user privilege access criteria; 

and 
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computer readable code means for transmitting a redacted version of the requested object 
in the form of a redacted document that masks information according to the requestor's user 
privilege access criteria^ 

W which said user privilege access criteria va r y according to the status of the busin ess 
partnership between the business entity th at said individual user is affiliated with, and the 
business e ntity that controls said data exchange system. 

(Currently amended) 14. A business-entity data-exchan ge enmpnt^ p^g™™ 
comprising; 

a computer program storage device readable by a digital processing apparatus; 

a program stored on the program storage device and including instructions executable by 
the digital processing apparatus for controlling the apparatus to perform a method for viewing 
and modifying an object to allow a user to view and modify a redacted version of an object 
stored in a file, comprising: 

establishing an object in a storage location; 

said object containing data comprising on e or more elements selected from the group 
consisting of product data, supply chain data, component part data, subcontracting ' 
cp mpany data, partnership data, design data, development d ata , access pHyj t^pe data 
trade secret data, confidential i nformation data, business relationship data, business 
documents data, business ag reements data. OEM p ro ducts and components data. CEM 
products and components dat a, bill of material d at a, change order data, component part 
object data, component part linking data, component part identification data, component 
part number data part attri bute data, part affiliation data, part product context data, 
specifications drawing data, color data, siz e data, typ e d ata, price data, quantity data T find 
number data, cross-referen ce data, related information data, earlier version data, history 
u f change data, text document data, graphics drawing data, other attribute data, redacted 



PAGE M % RCVD AT 3121/2007 1 :59:36 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/6 1 DNISOTOO * CSID:4082887542 % DURATION (mnws):04-34 



03/20/2987 



22:59 4082887542 



STEVENS_LAW_GROUP 



PAGE 09/28 



fiate, discovery privilege data, cost data, comp one nt parts aerifications data, p mdug 
deifications data, quantity recei ved data, q uan tity needed data, availability data. 
supplier type data, geographica l information 1 and purchase order data: 
identifying a user to have access to the object; 

establishing privilege access criteria that define the scope of access of a version of the 
object for the user; 

receiving a object request by a requestor; 

verifying the requestor's user privilege access criteria; and 

transmitting a redacted version of a requested object in the form of a document file 
containing the redacted version of the requested object that is redacted according to the 
requestor's user privilege access criteria^; 

in which said reque stor user privileg e access criteria vary according to the status of the business 
partnership between the busines s entity that said individual requestor is affiliated with, and the 
business entity that controls said data exchange system. 



(Currently amended) 15. In a business entity data exchange computer server having a 
data base for storing data pertaining to product information, a method of securely transferring 
data between a source and an access destination comprising: 

establishing an object in a storage location; 

said object containing data comprising one or more elements selected from the group 
consisting of product data, supply chain data, component part data^ subcontracting 
company data, partnership d ata, design data development data, access privilege data n 
trade secret data, confidenti al information data, business relationship data, business 
documents data, business agreements data. OEM products and components data, CEM 
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products and components data, bill of materi al data, change order data, component p art 
object data, component part Hnkinp data, comp one nt part identification data, comp nn^t 
part number data, part attribute data, part affiliation data, part product context data, 
specifications drawing data, color data, si ze data, type data. Price data, quantity data, find 
number data, cross-reference data, related infor mation data, earlier version data, h istory 
of change data, text document data, graphi cs drawing data, other attribute data, redacted 
data, discovery privilege daia, cost data, component nans specifications data, product 
specifications data. Quantity received data, quantity needed data, avai lability d a tgi 1 
supplier type d ata, geographical information, and purchase ortj er data; 
identifying a user to have limited access to the object; 

establishing privilege access criteria that define the scope of access of a version of the 
object for the user; 

receiving a object request by an individual user requestor ; 

verifying the requestor's individual user^s privilege access criteria; 

setting up a redacted version of an object and associated documents according to user 
access privileges for transmission to the individual user, and 

transmitting the redacted version of the requested object, wherein the access criteria 
defines the information in which a nindividual user has privileges of access to the redacted 
version of the requested object-; 

and in which said privilege acce ss criteria of said individual user vary according to the status of 
the bu siness partne rship bet ween the business entity that said individual user is affiliated with^ 
and the bu siness entity that controls said data exchange sys tem. 
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Attorney Docket No. AGIL-00500 

(Currently amended) 16. In on business-entity data-cxchai.ue application server having access to 
a data base for storing objects and associated documents, a method of securely transferring a 
version of an object and associated documents from the application server to a user system via a 
network comprising: 

establishing privilege access criteria that define the scope of access permitted to a user of 
a version of an object that may be set up and sent to tho privileged an individual user; 
wherein gaid , individ ual users may be fro m different business entities, said business entities hein ff 
business Partners or potential busin ess partners producing products and component p arts 
throughou t a product supply chain: 

saiq object containing data com prising one or more elements selected from the eroun 
consisting of Product data, supply chain data, component p art data, subcontracting 
company data. Partnership data, design data, development data, access privilege data. 
kade secret data, confidential information data , business relationship data, business 
documents data, business agreements data. OEM prod ucts and components data. CP.M 
products and components dat a, bill of material data, change order data, component part 
object data, component part linking data, component part identification data, component 
part number data, part attri bute data, part affiliation data, pa rt pro duct context data, 
Specifications drawing data, color data, size data, type data, price data, quantity data, find 
number data, cross-reference data, relate d information data, earlier version data, history 
of change data, text document data, graphics draw ing data, other attribute data, redacted 
data, discovery privilege data, cost data, co mponent parts specifications data, product 
specifications data, quantity received data. Quantity needed data, availability data 1 
supplier tvne data, geographical informat ion, and purchase order data- 
receiving a object request by an individual user via a network for access to a version of 
an object to which the individual user has access privileges; 

verifying the requestor's individual user's user privilege access criteria; 
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setting up a version of an object and associated documents according to user access 
privileges for transmission to the individual user; and 

transmitting via the network a redacted version of the requested object in the form of a 
redacted document file that includes a redacted version of the requested object and a redacted 
version of associated documents?! 

and in which said privilege acces s criteria of said individual user vary according to the status of 
the business partnership between the bu siness entity that said individual user is a ffiliated wi^, 
and the business entity that c ontrols said data exchange system. 
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